22              THE ARIAN CONTROVERSY.
spoke the Lord's own native language. Restaces the Armenian could remind the bishops that Armenia was in Christ before Eome; and had fought the persecutors in their cause. Theophilus the Goth might tell them the modest beginnings of Teutonic Christianity among his countrymen of the Crimean undercliff. John the Persian, who came from one or another of the many distant regions which bore the name of India, may dimly remind ourselves of the great Nestorian missions which one day were to make the Christian name a power in Northern China. Little as Eusebius of Cassarea liked some issues of the council, lie is full of genuine enthusiasm over his majestic roll of churches far and near, from the extremity of Europe to the. farthest ends of Asia. Not without the Holy Spirit's guidance did that august assembly meet. Nor was its meeting a day of hope for the churches only, but also for the weary Empire. In that great crisis the deep despair of ages was forgotten. It might be that the power which had overcome the world could also cure its ancient sickness. Little as men could see into the issues of the future; the meaning of the present was beyond mistake. The new world faced the old, and all was ready for the league which joined the names of Rome and Christendom, and made the sway of Christ and Ca3sar one.
It seems to have been understood that the council was to settle the question' by drawing up a creed The idea of a as a test for bishops. Here was a twofold test creed. novelty. In ^ fet ^c^ Christendom as a whole had as yet no written creed at all. The so-called Apostles' Creed may be older than 340, but then it first appears, and only as a personal confession